Green Locker Clean-Out Guide
As the school year comes to a close, it is time to clear out
paper, notebooks, school supplies, and other materials that
have accumulated in students’ lockers throughout the year.
Much of this material gets thrown away and sent to landfill
when it could be reused or recycled. By having a “green”
locker clean-out, your school can significantly reduce this
waste. It involves providing bins for students to sort their
unwanted locker contents into categories of Donate,
Recycle, and Landfill.
A Green Locker Clean-Out teaches students and staff how
to manage materials more sustainably. Reusing good school supplies can save teachers and families money,
and recycling typically costs school districts less to haul than trash. This Green Locker Clean-Out Guide will
take you through all the steps of planning and implementing, providing best practices and tips along the way.

PLANNING:
Identify leaders and team
●
●
●

Potential groups to lead: Student environmental club, student council, service clubs, homerooms.
Reach out to your school administration early on to share your plan and ask for their support.
Other key people on your team may include: building engineer, custodians, teachers, parent volunteers.

Pick date(s) and time(s) for the event
●
●

●
●

Find out when locker clean outs typically happen for each classroom/grade level.
Teachers often stagger the time of day when they have their students clean their lockers to minimize
hallway chaos. This could mean you will need to set-up fewer sorting stations since they can be moved
to different locations throughout the day.
Eighth graders and high school seniors often clean their lockers earlier than the rest of the school due
to graduation. Plan according to their schedule.
How many bins do you have available for collecting landfill and recycling? Will that impact how many
classrooms can participate at the same time? See more in the “Sorting stations” section.

Plan what materials you will recycle and donate and how
Recycling
● What materials can be recycled at your school? If you aren’t sure, ask your building engineer,
administration, or waste hauler. Keep in mind, most recycling centers require the metal to be removed
from notebooks and binders.
● For additional ideas of what you can recycle or donate, see these webpages from the Solid Waste
Agency of Cook County: B
 ooks, Cartridges/Inkjet Toner, Art Supplies.

