The Zero Waste Schools newsletter will help you get your school
on a path toward generating zero waste through waste prevention, recycling,
composting, and food recovery. You’ll also find resources that connect zero
waste to healthy eating, school gardens, and environmental education and action.
Feel free to share the newsletter with friends, colleagues, and students who are
interested in zero waste!
Sign up for ZWS news

Gre e n your Hallow e e n

Americans set a record for Halloween sales in 2017 in which 179 million people
spent $9.1 billion, an average of $86.13 per person. Promote zero waste and
save money with these green Halloween tips in SGA's new How to Green Your
Halloween guide. From costumes to trick-or-treating to Halloween parties, there
are many ways to practice sustainability and have fun this fall!

Ze ro Waste Schools We binar
Susan Casey, SGA's Zero Waste Program Manager, gave the webinar

presentation Zero Waste Lunchrooms: The How and Why of Reducing Waste in

Your School Lunchroom on September 20 as part of Cornell University's Healthy
Food Choices in Schools resources. You can access the 45-min webinar
recording HERE.

Composting Progre ss in Evanston/Skokie D65
Evanston/Skokie School District 65 (D65) has
made huge strides towards becoming zero
waste after years of hard work and
determination. Thanks to dedicated parents,
students, and staff, and key support at the
district level, D65 is significantly reducing
waste in two ways-- sourcing compostable
lunch trays and composting food scraps. Last
year, all school lunches in D65 were served on
Styrofoam trays, amounting to roughly 12,000
Styrofoam trays per week going to landfill.
With the start of this school year, all lunches in 14 of the district’s elementary and
middle schools are now served on compostable trays which get composted in a
commercial composting facility. Even more impressive, six schools (Dewey,
Willard, Bessie Rhodes, Washington, Kingsley, and Chute) are now involved in a
pilot program which also diverts food scraps from student lunches for
composting. Collective Resource, an Evanston-based company in the business of
collecting food scraps across the metro area, has partnered with D65 to collect
the trays and the food scraps.
Read the full article HERE.

From 30 bags of trash a day to 3: Omaha Public School District
composting 'making a w orld of a diffe re nce '
Schools in Omaha, Nebraska are seeing firsthand the difference composting
makes. More than 49 schools in Lincoln Public Schools participate in a
composting program, which keeps more than 1,150 tons of waste out of landfills.
Not only have schools started composting, but many have also switched to
reusable trays in the lunchroom, reducing their waste even more. It is exciting to
see more and more schools around the country start composting programs and
get on a path to zero waste.
Read the article HERE.

Sustainable We ll-Be ing: Gre e n Schools and Social-Emotional
Thriving
"Having students address the real-world
issues they face with respect to global climate
can be leveraged to improve their own school
climate," according to this blog article from
Green Schools National Network. Read the full
article HERE.
You'll find more great reading in the Fall 2018 issue of Green Schools Catalyst

Quarterly. This issue focuses on the role of schools in community health and
resilience.

Illinois Farm to School Ne tw ork Programs

The Illino is A pple Crunch is a part of the Great Lakes Great Apple Crunch, now
in its fourth year! It's a day-long celebration of fresh, local apples from the
Midwest. Schools across Illinois can participate by serving local apples on the
lunch tray and ‘crunch’-ing into them together as a school. Crunch day is
Octo ber 11 , and you can register now.
Sign-up for Farm to School News

Whole Kids Foundation's Garde n Grant Program
What: A $2,000 monetary grant to support a new or existing
edible garden
Who can apply: K-12 schools, 501(c)(3) non-profit
working in partnership with a K-12 school, or a 501(c)(3)
non-profit

Deadline to apply: October 15, 2018 at 6pm EST/5pm CST
More information HERE.

Big Gre e n's Winte r Le arning Garde n Workshops
Wind down the growing season and ensure a healthy garden next spring by
learning how to:
Harvest fall crops
Plant garlic and winter cover crops
Prepare a classroom recipe with students
Identify and support perennials through the winter
Save seeds
Develop garden team roles and team building
Dates/Chicago Lo catio ns:
Tuesday, October 16, 4:30-6:30: Bass Elementary (South), Register HERE.
Wednesday, October 17, 4:30-6:30: Gary Elementary (Central), Register HERE.
Thursday, October 18, 4:30-6:30: Cleveland Elementary (North), Register HERE.

SWANCC Waste Re duction Grant
The Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County's (SWANCC) Waste Reduction
Grant Program is available to K-12 public and private schools located
in SWANCC-member communities. This grant program provides funding and
guidance to help schools understand their waste streams; establish reduce,
reuse, recycling, and composting initiatives; and educate teachers, staff, and
students about being better stewards of our environment.
Apply by October 26! More information HERE.

ICAW Poste r Conte st
The International Compost Awareness Week Committee is
now accepting entries for their 17th annual poster contest.
This year's theme is "Cool the Climate – Compost!" which
recognizes the connection between soil health and the
climate. The poster winner will receive a $500 prize, and the
winning poster will be used to promote International
Compost Awareness Week, May 5 -11, 2019.
Who can participate: A nyone ages 10+. There are 3 contest divisions: grades
3-7, grades 8-12, and college – adult. The best from each division will be entered
into the final contest.
Ho w to enter: Visit the ICAW Poster Contest website for contest the rules and to
submit your application.

Deadline : November 5, 2018

Volunte e r for Gre e nbuild 2018
Illinois Green Alliance is looking for passionate
students and young professionals with a
strong interest in sustainability to volunteer for
Greenbuild International Conference and Expo
2018. Greenbuild is the world's largest
conference dedicated to green building. This is an opportunity for students to
learn about technologies advancing in the industry and network with innovators,
policy makers, and business owners.
Who : Passionate students and young professionals,18-25 years old
What : In exchange for serving 8 hours of volunteer time, you will receive free
admission (a $600 value) to the conference expo hall, educational sessions, and
amazing networking opportunities.
When & Where : November 14-16, 2018; McCormick Place, Chicago IL
Ho w : Sign up here

Earthy Art for Kids
October 6, 2 - 4 pm
Kids can stretch their creativity by designing with natural
materials in the natural world! Projects may include rock
towers, leaf arrays, texture rubbings, and stick structures.
Call the Emily Oaks Nature Center in Skokie at
(847) 677-7001 to register.

Walk to School Day
October 10
Walk to School Day is an international event that involves
communities from more than 40 countries walking to school
on the same day. This event has become part of a movement
for year-round safe routes to school and a celebration with
record breaking participation each October.

Science of Fall Colors
October 13, 10 am
Discover the science behind how and why leaves “turn” colors
this time of year at the Sand Ridge Nature Center in South
Holland. Program will conclude with a short hike to

v iew fall color.

Haunted History
October 17, 5 pm
Discover the uncommon history beneath the surface of this
iconic Oak Forest Heritage Preserve that spans 13,000 years.
Distance of hike will be around 1.75 miles at a casual pace.

Halloween Paddle
October 27, 6 - 8 pm
Imagine an evening on the water, a gentle fog rolls in and an
owl hoots in the distance. Join the Friends of the Chicago
River for a fun and maybe a little spooky river paddle.
Costumes encouraged but not required. Tickets must be
purchased in advance.

CPS Composting Workshop
November 2, 9 am - 12 pm
Learn how to compost lunchroom fruit/vegetable scraps and
garden waste on-site at your school. The workshop is open
to all Chicago Public School teachers/parents and will take
place at Waters Elementary School, 4540 N. Campbell Ave.
Space is limited and registration is required. Contact Pete Leki
for more information or to register: petelekisan@gmail.com

Pumpkin Smash 2018
November 3, 9 am - 12 pm
Don’t trash it, smash it! Green your Halloween at this year’s
annual Pumpkin Smash. Rather than letting it languish in a
landfill, bring your jack-o-lantern to the annual Pumpkin
Smash to be composted – nature’s method of recycling.
Participating locations can be found throughout Illinois.

Do you have fe e dback for Ze ro Waste Schools?

Contact us with feedback, recommendations, stories to include, and more at
zerowaste@sevengenerationsahead.org
Seven Generations Ahead | 708.660.9909 | Email | Website
STAY CONNECTED







This newsletter was created by S even Generatio ns A head .
Funding for Zero Waste Schools is provided by Peo ples Gas and
F o o d:Land:Oppo rtunity , a collaboration between Kinship Foundation and The
Chicago Community Trust and funded through the Searle Funds at The Chicago
Community Trust.

