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Partner Spotlight
Delta Institute Offers
Deconstruction Job Training

Through two weeks of hands-on training,
licensed contractors and renovation/
demolition business owners learn basic
deconstruction techniques that can help
expand their career/business opportunities
in this emerging field. Trainees also earn a
stipend of approximately $1,500 for their
time. The next sessions begin on April 11,
May 23, and June 20. For details and
.
application procedures

Focus On...
The Residents of River Forest

Never underestimate the power a small
group of people can have to change the
world! Groups of 12-15 residents and
community leaders have been meeting in
River Forest homes to review the
PlanItGreen draft plan and examine
specific implementation strategies. Two
groups met in March – one to discuss
strategies for educating the community
about composting and the other to discuss
business recycling and a residential food
scrap collection pilot. These thoughtprovoking coffee talks have led to other
ideas as well, including establishing a
community communications network to
promote all things green. To review the
plan and connect to upcoming events
.

Community Engages Around PlanItGreen
The Environmental Sustainability Plan continues to benefit from the
great feedback and implementation commitments received from
recent community forums. Forums and executive sessions with
the Interfaith Green Network, the Building Owners and Managers
Association, the Community Business Managers Association, River
Forest residents, the Park District of Oak Park, and others have
helped to add valuable finer points to the plan.
Upcoming engagement opportunities will include sessions with the Oak Park River Forest
Chamber of Commerce, Dominican University, the staffs of the Villages of Oak Park and
River Forest, the South East Oak Park Community Organization, a large Community-wide
Forum, and River Forest Coffees. To review and give feedback on the plan and participate in
forums
.

Cook County CPPW Planning for a Healthier Future
Momentum is building with seven (and soon to be ten) Communities Putting Prevention to
Work (CPPW) grant recipients throughout Cook County for which SGA is providing technical
assistance. Work plans, to be executed by February 2012, include the following policy,
environmental, and systems changes:
• Chicago Ridge SD127.5: Development of School Improvement Plan and School Wellness
Policy related to curriculum, gardens, and school food; inclusion of gardening in PE/Health
curriculum; school garden, composting, and wellness education development plus afterschool clubs/activities focusing on nutrition and healthy cooking.
• Village of Forest Park: School lunch program reform to include healthy, local food and
farmer linkages; design and implementation of a school rooftop gar0den and curriculum.
• SD 63 Education Foundation/TLC: Design and implementation of a community vegetable
garden at Apollo School, inclusion of nutrition education, and integration of garden output
into youth-led school meal programs.
• Thornton Fractional High School: Design and implementation of the school vegetable
garden, inclusion of nutrition policy and education, and use of school garden by Culinary Arts
students for school lunch program.
• Oak Lawn Community High School: Design and implementation of their school vegetable
garden and development of sustainable food and composting curricula for Culinary Arts
students.
• Prevention Partnership: Development of local food sourcing for community corner stores,
and design and implementation of two school gardens, curricula, and youth
entrepreneur program.
• AME Fourth Episcopal Church: Design and implementation of community gardens.

See You at GreenTown Elgin April 28, 2011

Registration is now
open for GreenTown
Elgin, a one-day
conference packed
with useful sustainable
strategies and best
practices for
municipal, private, and
community sector leaders.
for agenda details and sponsor and
registration information. The conference will
feature:
– Mayor Ed Shock discussing the Future of
a Sustainable Elgin
– MPC's Josh Ellis and Openlands' Lenore
Beyer-Clow discussing local
implementation of regional water
conservation plans
– Author Randall Arendt on Integrating
Design to Create Walkable, Bikeable, and
Green Communities

– Business leaders discussing Wind, Solar,
and the New Green Economy
– An overview of the Highland Park
Community Sustainability Plan by Mayor
Michael Belsky

Third Annual Sustainable Schools
Symposium Wrap-up

The 3rd Annual Sustainable Schools
Symposium, hosted by the Illinois Green
Governments Coordinating Council, Chicago
Public Schools Environmental Affairs, and the
Chicago High School for Agricultural
Sciences in Chicago was held on April 1st.
This symposium was an inspiring
opportunity to exchange ideas with
participants including school and district
administrators, regional superintendents,
school board members, facilities managers
and custodial staff, teachers, school health
practitioners, facility planners and architects,
school-related non-profits and agencies, and
high school student environmental leaders.
Speakers and workshops covered topics
such as sustainable school facility planning
and sitting, green facilities management,
sustainable renovation and construction,
energy efficiency and conservation,
environmental education and service
learning, water conservation, waste
reduction, and sustainable school
transportation. This
wide-ranging collaboration made for an
information-rich day, providing new
inspiration for groups throughout the region.

act@sevengenerationsahead.org | Contact SGA link | (708) 660-9909
Seven Generations Ahead is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization whose mission is
to promote ecologically sustainable and healthy communities. SGA advocates for
pro-active community solutions to global environmental issues, and works with
municipal, business, and community decision-makers to promote green
community development, clean, renewable energy, eco-effective products, zero
waste strategies, green building design, and fresh, local, and sustainable food
raised using healthy practices.

Join us in making 2011 the year of
sustainability in the Midwest. Support
SGA's work building healthy, sustainable
communities by making a donation.
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